
  

  

 

    

 

   

 

  
   

 
 

LIVABILITY
Go West for the Best
West Des Moines offers an affordable lifestyle with a cost of living 
about 5% lower than the national average, making it an excellent 
choice for families and professionals alike. With housing prices 
significantly below the national median and lower than-average 
utility and transportation costs, you can enjoy a high quality of life 
without breaking the bank. Plus, a strong job market and a median 
household income above
the national average 
mean you get more 
value for your money 
in this vibrant and 
growing community.

$305,000 average home value

14% cheaper rental housing

42% lower utility costs

22 minute average commute time

Flat 3.8% state income tax

International 
Airport (DSM)



WORKFORCE
Home to trailblazers.
Discover opportunities to make your mark in growing 
industries like insurance and financial services, data and 
technology, manufacturing and logistics, or healthcare. 
The West Des Moines business community is a magnet for 
highly skilled, educated workers looking for opportunities. 

Great for employers. Great for employees.

2nd in the
Nation

Lowest Cost of Doing Business
West Des Moines is 

the #1 area for 
young professionals  

ages 24-34 with a Bachelor’s 
 degree or higher.

$8 ,  Median Income 

 

- Forbes Magazine

18%Lower
Business Cost than National Average

Join a community of innovators, 
makers, and doers.
Boasting higher-than-average incomes, low cost 
of living, growing population, easy access to retail, 
dining, and lifestyle amenities, West Des Moines 
o�ers the perfect place for anyone to build a life. GoWestDesMoines.com

CEDinfo@wdm.Iowa.gov
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